
Editing Nested Constraints and

Application Conditions

Karl Azab

Carl v. Ossietzky Universität Oldenburg, Germany ?

azab@informatik.uni-oldenburg.de

Abstract. Nested constraints and application conditions express first-
order properties on graphs and are implemented in the system EN-
FORCe. While ENFORCe has been without a GUI, ROOTS is a new
GUI for the graph transformation engine of AGG and provides stan-
dard editing functionality for graphs and graph transformation rules.
We integrated ENFORCe with ROOTS to get these editing features and
implemented a tree-oriented visualization for editing nested constrains
and application conditions.

1 Introduction

Graph programs use graph transformations to compute relations on graphs [1].
Graph transformations is a formalism which describes how graphs are rewritten
by rules with graphs as left and right hand sides. An overview of the computa-
tions that can be made by graph transformations is given in [2–4].

We use nested constraints and applications conditions – (nested) graph con-
ditions for short – as described in e.g. [5] as a visual representation of first-order
logic formulas on graphs. As constraints, graph conditions express properties
on graphs and as application conditions they limit the applicability of graph
transformation rules. Given a (double-pushout) rule, there are transformations
of constraints into application conditions that limit the applicability of that rule
in such a way that the constraint is satisfied if the rule can be applied [6]. When
graph conditions specify pre- and postconditions on graph programs, a weakest
precondition can be computed [7].

ENFORCe [8] (ENsuring FORmal Correctness of high-level programs) imple-
ments the transformations and static analysis methods for nested graph condi-
tions mentioned above. Transformations are done on a categorical level with the
help from structure specific plug-ins (also called engines). ENFORCe has an en-
gine for directed labeled graphs but input and output from ENFORCe has been
via text files which need to be manually created and interpreted. This is of course
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a tedious and error prone method. To more conveniently access ENFORCe, a
GUI for graphs, rules, and nested graph conditions is needed.

ROOTS [9] (Rule based Object Oriented Transformation System) is a new
GUI for the graph transformation engine of AGG [10]. It contains editors for e.g.
graphs and rules and supports graph layout. ROOTS is based on an extensible
EMF model which is only loosely coupled to AGG and can therefore relatively
easily be ported to other graph transformation tools. While ROOTS have editors
for atomic constraints and negative application conditions, it does not natively
support nested constraints and application conditions.

There are other GUIs for graph transformation systems, e.g. Fujaba [11],
with established plugin architectures, but both ROOTS/AGG and ENFORCe
work on double-pushout graph transformations and their verification techniques.
In a longer perspective, we hope this similarity will have a synergetic effect on
the integration’s usability.

This paper describes the integration of ENFORCe and ROOTS and the im-
plemented extensions necessary for editing nested graph conditions. The inte-
gration was done at the interface between ROOTS and AGG: synchronization
routines were added for the features in ROOTS that are also available in EN-
FORCe. The new editor extensions for graph conditions are synchronized to
ENFORCe’s internal data structures.

The paper is organized as follows: In Sect. 2 we review graph conditions and
explain the visualization approach we used for nested graph conditions. Section 3
describes how ENFORCe was integrated with ROOTS, the implemented exten-
sions to ROOTS and show how existing view components could be reused with
only small changes. We conclude our work in Sect. 4.

2 Layout of Graph Conditions

In this section we first review the formal definition of graph conditions and then
show the basic idea of how the implemented editor visualizes them. We define
graph conditions as in [5–7] but omit the standard definitions of graphs and
graph morphisms, and point the reader to e.g. [12] for details.

Definition 1 ((nested) graph conditions). A graph condition over a graph P

is of the form ∃a or ∃(a, c), where a: P → C is an injective graph morphism and
c is a condition over the graph C. Moreover, Boolean formulas over conditions
(over P ) are conditions (over P ). A morphism p: P → G satisfies a condition
∃a (∃(a, c)) over P if there exists an injective morphism q: C → G with q ◦

a = p (satisfying c). A graph G satisfies a condition ∃a (∃(a, c)) if all injective
morphisms p: P → G satisfy the condition. The satisfaction of conditions over
P by graphs or morphisms with domain P is extended to Boolean formulas over
conditions in the usual way. We use an abbreviation ∀(a, c) to denote ¬∃(a,¬c).

Since we are interested in editing, we will focus on the syntactic structure of
graph conditions, the reader interested in the semantics of nested graph condi-
tions is referred to e.g. [5]. We use graph conditions in different contexts – on
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graphs, then called constraints and graph transformation rules, then referred to
as application conditions, see e.g. [5, 6] for details.

To demonstrate, let us model two responsibilities of an operating system:
scheduling and resource allocation. A core, process, and resource is represented
by a node labeled C, P, and R, respectively. That a core is devoted to executing
the threads of a particular process is modeled by an edge from a C-node to a
P-node. A request from a process to obtain a resource is modeled by an edge
from a P-node to an R-node. That a resource has been assigned to a process is
modeled by an edge from an R-node to a P-node. We can formulate two desirable
properties for this model: (1) A resource may at most be assigned to one process,
which expressed as a graph condition looks like ¬∃(∅ → P R P ) and (2) Every

core is assigned to run threads in exactly one process, shown in Fig. 1.

∀(∅ → C , ∃( C → C P ) ∧ ¬∃( C → P C P ))

Fig. 1. A nested graph condition for scheduling.

As already becoming apparent from the condition in Fig. 1, large graph
conditions can be difficult to read. To present a survey of a graph condition,
we represent graph conditions as trees: A quantifier together with its morphism
becomes a node and its nested condition becomes its child. Boolean formulas
are represented as trees in the obvious way. To simplify the layout and reuse
existing view components, we show the graph condition tree in two views: one
for the tree structure and one for morphisms. We then only need to layout trees
and morphisms separately – and tree layout is easy and for morphisms the only
difficult part is to layout the domain and codomain, and functionality for graph
layout already exists in ROOTS. The tree layout for the nested graph condition
from Fig. 1 is shown in Fig. 2 (a). The separated tree and morphism view of that
graph condition is shown in Fig. 2 (b). In the latter figure, a, b1 and b2 identifies
the entry point of the morphism view into the tree view.

∀∅ → C

∧

∃ C → C P ¬

∃ C → P C P

∀a

∧

∃b1 ¬

∃b2

a : ∅ → C

b1 : C → C P

b2 : C → P C P

(a)— (b)

Fig. 2. (a) Tree representation and (b) two views of of a condition.
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3 Implementation

ROOTS is implemented as an Eclipse plugin and is based on the model-view-
controller pattern, where the model is generated by EMF [13]. That generated
model is supplemented with routines to synchronize it with AGG’s internal data
structures. Our integration adds synchronization routines to ENFORCe for the
common functionality of AGG and ENFORCe. The extensions for graph condi-
tions are only synchronized to ENFORCe, as there is no suitable data structure
available in AGG. In this way, many editing features become (for the end-user)
seamlessly available also for ENFORCe, see Fig. 3. An advantage of using an ap-

ROOTS Editor Features Our Extensions

AGG Specifics
Type graphs, n.a.c.

Common Functionality
Graphs, rules, mappings

ENFORCe Specifics
Nested graph conditions

AGG-plugin ENFORCe-plugin

Fig. 3. Model synchronization.

plication framework like EMF is that some features come for free: Persistence of
model states (i.e. saving and loading). Furthermore, models generated by EMF
implements the Observer pattern, meaning that changes made in the model by
e.g. a result from ENFORCe will automatically be propagated to its observers
(yielding the backwards synchronization from ENFORCe to the views). EMF
also makes it easy to extend ROOTS’ underlying EMF model to work with
graph conditions.

ROOTS and AGG are software for typed attributed graphs while ENFORCe
works on directed labeled graphs. For a smooth port, we disabled ROOTS’ model
editor and used a static model consisting of a singular symbol type and link type,
each with one attribute: a string for labels.

For graph conditions, we extended ROOTS’ EMF model by a few interfaces,
the inheritance hierarchy for those are shown in Fig. 4. The two interfaces ROOTS
and Rule are part of the original ROOTS model (see [14] for details), the others
are our extensions. ROOTS collects graphs, rules, etc, into a graph transformation
system, and GCROOTS adds nested graph conditions and rules with left and right
application conditions to these transformation systems.

The already existing interface for negative application conditions were not
expanded upon, since its view in ROOTS is too different from the morphism
view we are aiming for – our morphism view is more similar to ROOTS’ rules.
GCMorphism is a generalization of the nodes with morphisms in the tree view
and therefore extends Rule, this allows us to reuse the components for edit-
ing a rule’s left and right hand side to the editing of the morphism’s domain
and codomain. NestedGraphCondition specifies the nesting of graph conditions
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and is therefore a supertype of all types that are represented as nodes in the
tree view. The original ROOTS model already supports binary Boolean formu-
las, but our conditions are best represented by junctions on sets of conditions.
Boolean formulas are therefore represented by the new types GCConjunction,
GCDisjunction, and GCNegation.

GCRule extends normal rules with left and right application conditions, GCLAC
and GCRAC – both consisting of a set of NestedGraphCondition objects. The
interface GCContainer specifies the possible contexts of where a NestedGraph-

Condition may occur.

«interface»

GCROOTS
«interface»

GCRAC

«interface»

GCForall

«interface»

GCContainer

«interface»

GCMorphism

«interface»

GCLAC

«interface»

GCConjunction

«interface»

GCExists

«interface»

GCNegation

«interface»

GCRule

«interface»

GCDisjunction

«interface»

NestedGraphCondition

«interface»

Rule

«interface»

ROOTS

Fig. 4. Model extension for editing graph conditions.

Recalling the two views discussed in Sect. 2, we now discuss a few issues
regarding their implementation in ROOTS. The tree view was implemented as
an extension to ROOTS’ existing tree editor for graphs, rules, etc. As an example,
we show the tree view from Fig. 2 (a) in the bottom of the left area in Fig. 5,
named GraphCondition there. The right area of Fig. 5 shows the morphism view
– the reused rule view – of the morphism identified by b2 in Fig. 2 (b).

Since graph conditions can also be used in a rule context, the corresponding
visual additions where made to a special kind of rule with left and right applica-
tion condition. Figure 5 compares the previous rules with negative application
conditions (named Rule in that figure) and the new rules with left and right
application conditions (there named Rule w. a.c.).

The morphism view is implemented by making some extensions to the rule
editor of ROOTS, e.g. when a nested condition is created, it is by default set to
the identity morphism of the codomain of its closest ancestor of a GCMorphism

subtype. Commands for editing the trees and opening the morphism editor from
the tree view are integrated with ROOTS’ standard mouse operations.
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Fig. 5. Editing a nested constraint.

4 Summary

We reported on an integration of ENFORCe and the ROOTS GUI for graph
transformation systems and described an extension for graph conditions. Our
layout approach were based on the nesting structure of graph conditions and
was separated into two views, one for nesting and one for morphisms. We could
therefore reuse existing ROOTS components and visually integrate the extension
with other GUI elements. The resulting editor is however still quite similar to
the representation used in e.g. [7].

It would be interesting to have a plug-in architecture in ROOTS that al-
lows new features to be integrated more easily. Plug-ins would initially report
to ROOTS on the particular category they support. ROOTS could then better
layout objects of the particular category and report on what tool features are
available to which categories. This would also allow the editor to be generalized
to work on nested high-level conditions. Since the tree structure and mapping
mechanism can work on objects from any HLR category, only the object visual-
ization needs to be updated for new categories.
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